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orders on any occasion. I never tested this assumption, but
I do not suppose that if I went up to one of my fellow paci-
fists of the Christian faith and ordered him to walk a mile
with me he would immediately leave everything he was
doing to ohey me. I don't think I could get him to go
the first mile, let alone the second; and certainly would
not blame him, because I should not do so myself without
some good and demonstrable reason. (In any case it is
not clear what happens if two people give contradictory
orders!) The key word, therefore, is 'compel' and behind
that compulsion there is, I think, assumed to be the force
of 'authority.' So that once more we are back in the autho-
ritarian tradition of Peter and Paul, as quoted at the begin-
ning of this article. There is, of course, an unwritten ex-
ception, which has to be fitted in as well as you can, that
you will not allow, yourself to be compelled to fight. But,
for the rest you are living in the orbit-of orthodox Chris-
tianity, in which the State is sacred.
But wherein exactly lies this sacredness? States are of
many kinds. There are democracies and dictatorships,
deriving their authority respectively from popular opinion
or from naked force. There have been absolute monar-
chies, all of them (if traced far enough back) beginning
with a conquest or a usurpation. The Empire to which,
Peter and Paul paid such respect passed from one successful
adventure to another, the prize of the most successful
general in the Roman army. If we examine these various
forms of government we shall see that the only thing they
have in common is ability to enforce their orders. In a
revolution a government ceases to be a government from
the moment that it can no longer enfoxxe its will upon the
country; and the new government comes into being as
such from the moment that it can enforce its will.
Here indeed is a strange position for a pacifist to be
maintaining, when he respects as sacred the very force
which he himself abjures. Stranger still, having regarded
it as wrong to oppose a government (no matter how